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Dear Unit #1 Parents and Friends,
Welcome to the another exciting school 
year in Coal City Community Unit 
School District #1! Our school district is 
very pleased to continue offering “The 
Unit #1 Quarterly.” This newsletter has 
proven to be a valuable and popular
communication tool with the wider 
community we serve. Many thanks go 
out to Mr. Harlan Kennell and his Coaler 
Creations class for developing such a 
fine publication. As you visit our schools 
this year, you will see many changes 
that were implemented as a part of our 
Board approved “School Safety Action 
Plan”. We are very excited to have two 
full time School Resource Officers in our 
schools this year. You will also notice 
that we have altered the student arrival 
process at the Middle School and High 
School to allow only one entrance to the
buildings. There are also various other 
changes related to school safety such 
as the installation of more security 
cameras, panic buttons, and better 
secured entrances at the Elementary 
School and Intermediate School just to 
name a few. Our entire staff will also be 
participating in student safety training 
on October 10, which will be followed by 
an vening information session for our 
parents. Student safety is the top priority 
of our school district, and I am very 
excited to implement all aspects of our 
“School Safety Action Plan”. Our school 
district’s theme for this school year is 
“Every Opportunity”. Our goal is to take 
advantage of “Every Opportunity” we 
have to make a difference in the lives 
of our students. Those opportunities 
may present themselves in many 
different ways, but as educators, we 
have to take advantage of every chance 
we get to help our students. It is our 
faculty and staff who make District #1 
such a special place for kids. We hope 
you enjoy this edition of “The Unit 
#1 Quarterly”, which is a completely 
student created publication. We are 
proud to offer our students such a 
unique authentic learning opportunity. 
Have a great remainder of the school 
year! #coalerpride

Educationally Yours,
Dr. Kent A. Bugg
Superintendent 

High School
Mr. Mitchell Hamann, Principal

 Mr. Chris Spencer, Assistant Principal

Middle School
Mr. Travis Johnson, Principal

 Mrs Taryn Trotter, Assistant Principal

Intermediate School
Mrs. Tracy Carlson, Principal

Elementary School 
Mrs. Jennifer Kenney, Principal

Early Childhood Center
Mrs. Amanda Davidson, Principal

October
22-26: MS Book Fair
31: ES (1pm) & ECC 
(2pm) Parade

November
8, 10, 11: HS Fall Play
14: Early Dismissal
21-23: Thanksgiving 
Break
26-29: ECC Book Fair

December
4: 7th & 8th Grade Band 
Concert
5: Early Dismissal
11: HS Band Concert
13: HS Choral Concert
18: 8th Grade Chorus 
Concert
22: Jan 7- Winter Break

www.coalcityschools.org

Upcoming Events
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Starting with my 21st year of 
teaching, I will be teaching high 
school Spanish 1 and 3. I have 
taught at four different schools 
before Coal City. My home town 
is Galesburg, IL, and went to 
Monmouth College, Northern 
Illinois Univeristy, and St.
Francis University. A fact about 
me is I was born with a cleft 
plate, but not a cleft lip which 
is unusual. I love to sew and 
make some of my own clothes 
and other crafty items. I am 
hoping to start a Spanish Club.

Coal City Unit 
District #1 

Welcomes New 
Teachers to 
Coal City!

With teaching kindergarten, I 
get to teach a variety of sub-
jects. Previously teaching at 
Manteno, this will be my third 
year in total. In my free time, I 
love to do paint and do crafts. I 
grew up in Wilmington, IL. I 
attended Illinois State University 
and earned a degree in Special 
Education. As of right now I 
am not coaching or sponsoring 
anything, yet I am always open 
to trying new things.

Kim Sondgeroth Sarah Southall

Tori Miulli

I teach fourth and fifth grade!
I teach art, and painting is 
probably is my favorite. This is 
my first year teaching! Before 
this, I worked at an art gallery 
and lived in Scotland!  My favor-
ite things to do are to paint and 
travel. A random fact about my-
self is that I was on a TV show 
when I was a kid! I am from 
Wheaton, IL, and still live there 
so I have a long drive everyday! 
I went to college at Olivet Naz-
arene University and I went to 
graduate school at the Duncan of 
Jordanstone College of Art and 
Design in Dundee, Scotland. 

Brianna Bertolino

 I teach Cross-Categorical 
special education grades 5-8. 
I teach Reading/ELA, Math, 
Science, Social Studies. This 
is my first year teaching! I 
like to go hiking, hang out 
with friends/family, go to new 
restaurants, cook, read. I 
have a twin brother, Tony and 
I am the older twin. Peru, 
IL - about 10 miles away 
from Starved Rock State 
Park. I want to Illinois State 
University and graduated 
in 2017. I have not began 
to think about coaching or 
sponsoring any clubs yet!
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Brooke Sulzberger

Starting my first year 
teaching, I teach music and 
band for high school. I
previously taught band in Mo-
kena for a semester. I enjoy 
hiking, swimming, and run-
ning. A random fact about me 
is my favorite breed of dogs 
are Beagles. My hometown is 
Plainfield, IL, and I attended 
University of Iowa. I direct 
the marching band, jazz band, 
pep band, madrigal brass 
quintet, and conducting the 
pit orchestra for the musical. 

Eriq Vazquez

Joining Coal City, teaching at 
the elementary school will be 
my fourth year in total.  I have 
previously taught at the Grundy
County Special Education 
Cooperative. In my free time, 
I love to go boating, spend 
time with my family, and try 
new foods and new places. 
My hometown is Minooka, IL, 
and I attended Illinois State 
University. A fact about me is 
i have 10 chickens. As of the 
moment, I am not a coach or 
sponser, but I would love to in 
the future. 

Starting my 11th year teaching, 
I teach fitness and drivers ed-
ucation. I previously taught at 
Round Lake Middle School and 
Herscher High School. I love 
gardening around my house, 
running 5ks and half marathons, 
and spending time with family. 
A fun fact about me is I ran the
Chicago Rock n Roll Half Mar-
athon this past summer. Lake 
Zurich, IL is my home town. I 
went to Eastern
Illinois University, and will be 
coaching sophomore basketball.

Katie Condon

Jennifer Savoie

Coal City Unit 
District #1 

Welcomes New 
Teachers to 
Coal City!

I am a kindergarten teacher 
with this being my first year 
ever teaching. A fun thing to 
know about me is I use to be a 
dental hygienist. With two little 
girls, doesn’t allow me much 
time and hobbies. When I can 
I do enjoy watching movies, 
reading, and shopping. I’m 
from Dwight, IL, and went to 
Illinois State University.
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For the students at CCHS, Homecoming is just around 
the corner. As in many high schools, it is one of the 
biggest events of the school year, and one of the 
most memorable ones. Each year the Coal City High 
School Student Council prepares a week full of
activities and dress-up days. Unlike most years, the 
students only have four days of “HOCO”
(homecoming) this year; however, I’m sure they 
don’t mind having a long weekend. The dress up days 
for this year include: September 4,Tuesday- “70’s 
Groovy Tuesday”, September 5, Wednesday- Class 
Color Day,  September 6, Thursday- “Tacky Tourist 
Day, September 7, Friday- Coaler Spirit Day. 
Throughout the week, the activities don’t just
happen during the day, but also follow the fun into the 
night. On Wednesday, the annual class competitions 
during spirit night take place. By far and away, this is 
one of the most memorable nights during the school 
year. We announced our homecoming court :  Sydney 
Carlos, Lexi Clarke, Jada Frazier, Max Arias, Alex
Friddle, and Aaron McMurtrey and revelaved our voting 
results of this year’s Homecoming Royalty--King-Eric 
Root and Queen-Olivia Skubic.  Spirit Night this year 
includes games of Dodgeball, Ships and Sailors, Tug 
of War, Star game and Frozen T-shirt Game sponsored 
by the Athletic Boosters. But most famous of all, is 
Powder Puff. This is when the classes take their female 
athletes and play a tournament of flag football.
Every year, Powder Puff never fails to be the highlight 
of Spirit Night. 
At the end of it all, one class is awarded the
“Spirit Stick’, the ultimate prize of Coaler Pride. Finally, 
of course, is the Friday Pep Assembly led by Ms. Erb. 
Before the students gather into the gym to get fired 
up for the game, the CCHS Band marches through the 
hallways performing the school fight song to rally the 
students into the gym. After the band, the
Cheerleaders, Poms, and of course, the “Coal Dusters” 
all give their performances. This year’s pep assembly 
games include Musical Chairs, Limbo,  and Rock 
aper Scissor Race. Ultimately, this will culminate to the 
Homecoming game, Coal City Coalers vs. Herscher
Tigers.

HOMECOMING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL
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Mrs. Hamilton’s 3rd 
grade class made 

dream catchers as they 
learned about culture 
and traditions. Dream 
catchers, part of the 

Native American
culture, can be hung 

by your bed at night to 
let only the pleasant 
dreams through the 

web.  The bad dreams 
get stuck and can’t 
make it through. 

CCMS 7th & 8th Grade 
Choirs go to the

broadway musical 
“Charlie & The

Chocolate Factory” and 
to The Sugar Factory 
for lunch on Oct. 17, 

2018.

“FOOTNOTES”
2018 (ONLY)

Performances / Venues

Oct. 27 (Sat) 8:30am-10:00pm—
“FRIGHT FEST”—Gurnee

Nov. 11 (Sun) 11:00am-VFW Veter-
an’s Day Program—CCHS Aud

Nov. 17 (Sat) 6:00pm—Professional 
Group Pictures—Cinder Ridge

7:00pm—“JAZZ & JAVA”—Cinder 
Ridge

Nov. 30 (Fri) 9:30am—The Museum 
of Science & Industry—Chicago

12:00pm—Shriner’s Children Hospi-
tal—Chicago

2:30pm—The Field Museum—Chicago

Dec. 1 (Sat) 9:30am—John G. 
Shedd Aquarium—Chicago

1:00pm—The Adler Planetarium—
Chicago

5:00pm—CC Christmas Lighting Cer-
emony—CC Village Hall

Dec. 2 (Sun) 11:30am—CC Tree 
Prom Festival—Diamond

1:30pm—The Timbers of Shore-
wood—Shorewood

3:00pm—The Essington Place—Joliet

Dec. 8 (Sat) 9:00am—Chapin’s in 
Minooka (Lyondell Basell)

Dec. 14 (Fri) 5:00pm—Dwight Heri-
tage Woods—Dwight

7:30pm—Country Meadows—CC

Dec. 16 (Sun) 1:00pm—Regency 
Care of Morris—Morris

2:30pm—The Pointe—Morris
8:00pm Brookfield Zoo “Holiday 

Magic”--Brookfield

In Mr. Oldham’s 
automotive and DIY 
classes they had Glenn 
Whalen a representative 
from UTI United technical 
institute came out to CCHS 
to speak to the automotive 
students about careers in 
the auto service areas and 
also to speak about life
decisions, careers, and 
education. He gave a great 
presentation that explained 
much about life after high 
school. They also were 
donated Windshield cleaner 
and paper products by 
Mr. Hamerla (courtesy of 
Safelite Auto Glass Repair) 
to use for the automotive 
program. We are currently 
performing car washes and 
oil changes in class and 
these consumable 
materials will definitely 
come in handy throughout 
the semester!
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Question of the Quarter:
If you could have any

superhero power what would 
it be?

Mackenzie Croxton
6th grade

“...to be invisible 
and camoflauge.”

Owen Kurdenock
7th grade

“...invisibility.” 

Jack Pointer
8th grade

“...be immortal and 
never die...ever.”

Chris Groves
4th grade

“...super strength.”

Christian Castillo
3rd grade

“...to be able to fly.”

Kinsley Nowalk
2nd grade

“...run very fast.”

Caylee Lynn
 1st grade

“...invisibility”

Molly Stiles
9th grade

“...teleportation.”

Jessica Murphy
12th grade

“...invisibility.”

Gavin Vestiek
5th grade

“...super speed for 
my BMX races.”

Peighton Gill
11th grade

“...mind-reading.”

Anjalie Medina
10th grade

“...to know all of 
the answers in the 

world.”
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Students in Mrs. Cowherd’s fourth 
grade class read two novels about 
September 11th, 2001. As a 
culminating activity each student 
made a quilt square showing how their 
book impacted them the most. Then 
they painted their square. Following 
that, Mrs. Cowherd pinned all the 
squares together so students could 
then hand sew their square to the 
quilt. The quilt might be auctioned 
off to a student at the end of the 
year if Mrs. Cowherd can part with 
it. In science class we tried building 
a tower out of toothpicks and 
marshmallows. We definitely realized 
that marshmallows make much better 
treats than building materials.

Quotes from sewing

Alex Collins:  It was really hard to sew.

Maddie Mae Hutchings:  It was hard to push and pull but 
at the end I love to sew.

Keira Bass:  Sewing is fun but hard even with the tape, 
and I told my grandma.

Courtney Elberts:  I think it is cool and unique to sew.

Elizabeth Nadess:  It was a great experience!

Brody D’Orazio:  It kind of hurt. It felt like someone was 
hammering a nail on my thumb.

Caroline Childers:  Working on the quilt was very hard 
butit means so much to think about Sept. 11.

Avery Housman:  When I heard we were sewing I 
thought it was going to be boring and hard but it was fun 

and I wanted to do it again.

Maxx Kramer:  It was hard to push through. I can’t 
imagine the corners with four pieces of material.



 Issue 1 2018       Page 8

HAUNTED HALLWAYS
2018

This is the fifth year Haunted Hallways 
has been held. FBLA asks all clubs, 

sports, and organizations to decorate 
classroom doors and school hallways. 

Each group picks a design or theme for 
their door, and they are also encouraged 
to dress up with their theme. Students 
are then asked to help pass out candy 

to the children walking throughout the 
halls. Along with the trick-or-treating, 
there is a game room in the gym where 

kids are able to play games and earn 
tickets. These tickets can be exchanged 

for prizes. This year, there were over 
1400 people who attended Haunted 

Hallways from our community and the 
surrounding area. We were very excited 

with the turnout and hope to keep 
growing the event each year!

Nolan O’Keefe
Wills Payton
Ben Kreiger
David Kobar

Layne Hopper
Bailey Cloe

Rachel Luallen 
Jessica Murphy
 Kelly Mumm

Cameron Lander
Peighton Gill

Jessica Leasure

Alexis Medina
Lily Best

Lizzie Easton
Kaylee Groves
Tyson Spencer
David Papach

COALER CREATIONS


